7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Hd. 21701 
11/25/88 


Hr. Fat Sutler 
Spartanburg herald-Journal 
Spartanburg, S.C. 29301 

Deiir Hr. ^utler, 

Please excuse ray typing. M must sit with my legs elevated and type sort of 
side-sdddle and I'm recovering from eye surgery, which impairs my vision and typing. 

To describe what three former FBI agents told you for your story of November 20 
as malarky is to praise it. They distort, misrepresent and are just plain wrong on 
the basics of what you quote. Please feel free to give them copies ofi this letter 
or, if your oaper prefers, to use it and edit in in any way you see fit. 

fU * 

-fe. Thompson was not '‘assigned by FBI Director J. Edgar oover to direct the 
agency's investigation into the assassination" of President John F. Kennedy. Not in 
Dallas, not in Washington, not anywhere else. 

The Dallas Special Agent in Charge was the late Gordon Shanklin. Under him 
the case agent in charge was * w obert P. Gemberling. Sdnt from Washington to be in 
overall charge in Dallas was Inspector James At. Valley. In Washington the director 
was in charge and very much on top, assisted by hio highest assistants. There then 
was no "criminal division" at FBI headquarters. Thompson was merely a supervisor 
in the criminal section of the general investigative division, then headed by olex 

eSTinvestigation other than the three 


Rosen, I add, described that fab3 


^ men you quote, according to an FBI record disclosed under the Freedom of Information 
act, which i h^ve used extensively to obtain previously withheld FBI records, he 
"characterized" that investigation as the FBI "standing around with pockets open 
waiting for evidence to drop in." 

Whether or not ^ober "asked Thompson to see whether the FBI's power . to jl) 

investigate the assault on a federal officer applied to the president," normally 
the function of the General °ounsel Division, long before such a legal inquiry 
could have been undertaken, leave alone completed, i^r. ff oover had himself decided it 
did not, according to a lengthj account of his own words prepared for him by his then 
head of the^B^xScirimis titled "Crime Records division," ^artha DeLoach. actually 
handled such function) as leaking and other disclosures, lobbying and defaming those 
did not like, It kept secret records of considerable extent on all the media, 
others - not by any moans "crime records." 

Whether or not J#. Thompson "flew his 25-page report back to Washington," it 
assuredly was not "a key resource <kf the Warren Gommisaion" and it is less than the 
equivalent of a flyspeck in the volume of what the FBI dumped on that Commission. 

The "basic resourfe," identified by the Commission as its Document No. 1, was a 
five-volume report pre pared at FBI headquarter and provided to the Commission 


the FBI di 

CA/TrtWVvU / 

long/muny 


c 


under date of December 9, 19^3, days after the FBI leaked it and pretended that 
it was investigating to determine who had leaked ito 

oil these agents "believe" that "Oswald was the only gunman" but you do not 
quote them as acknowleagijing that nobody , *>)Ot the best shots in the FBI, the best 
shots tho Commission could get through the National Rifle association, or the best 
shots used by others, including CBS, could duplicate the shooting they attribute to 
Oswald, rated by the Marines as a "rather poor shot." When the rifle did not misfire, 
that is, as it often did do. Not even after it was overhauled and improved, either. 

Whether Brent Hughes is correctU in stating that &he FBI's "main purpose 
was to keep the Warren Commission from having to go to Dallas," even assuming that he 
meant the Commission members only, its 3taff having gone and stayed there in great 

jk, " — — 

number, it can be argpd that the FBI's o ty&r purpose^ in preparing a scale model 
of Dwafee y Dealey Plaza was to talk the members out of going there. 

Where .^Hughes is truthlrul, in saying that the FBI objected to the Commission's 
single-bullet theory ^ substituted for irrefutable and unwelcome fact, he falls far 
short of full truth. The FBI knew that one ouch ballet could not have inflicted all 
S'/vebi non-<^utal injuries on the President and then Texas governor John B, Gonnally. 
Neither the FBI nor any other agency working for the Commission even tried to duplicate 
this theory all knew to be impossible. ^ 

yhile all these agents pretend that they agree with the Commissior^s 
'conclusions, in fact neither the FBI nor the Secret Service did. Beginning with the 
FBI 1 r . mao; ive report I refer to above, it said that the first shot hit but did not 
M1 V :hc President, the second hit Governor Connally only and the third was fatal. 

Both agencies ignore still another shot of which both knew, one the Commmission did 
not dare ignore and one of which both agencies knew because it was on the police 

Ugu^ Y^p 0 

radio, which the FBI transcribed for the Commission, ancl s ppeer ted, with pictured, in 
the newspaper} - the one that in£licted a slight wound on bystanddr, James Tague. 

It was to keep the number of shot3 down to three, ^lready a known impossibility, 
under those established conditions, that the Commission hoked up its single— bullet 
theory. Supposedly have obtained from the FBI all the rolevant records of head- 
quarters and the Dallas and A *ew Orleans field offices usjd there is no record in them in 
which tho FB^ undertook to inform the Commission that theory was impossible. 

Instead Robert Crazier, a headquarters firearms expert, testified that he could 
and did duplicate Oswald's alleged shooting- which he did not and could not do. 

The Commission's singles bullet theory "shook" more than us "ciltics." ft shook 
the late conservative Senator Richard D. Russell to deceive whom the words "not 

necessary to any essential findings of the commission" were inserted in the summary. 

Tho transcript of the executive session in which senator Russell and ^mother 


member r;ufwed their objections waa replaced by an inaccurate summary. Prom the tine 
I placeJli copy in Senator Husseil'o h^ia until hia death he encouraged my inveatigation 
of hia Comniaaionoa investigation* 

t iiugiies aaya that "if the (Kennedy) fumily w/uld allow an unbiased forensic 
pathologist to examine just one photograph of President Kennedy' 3 back wound, we Sould 
know for sure exactly where the first buMet struck." ^ uA-ttfsll 0 a/bl7l*1, 

The Kennedy family never d^e^ the yt^ajatq^ acceas- to anything at .§11. The 
Kill refused a copy of the autopsy protocol when it was offered and it never did 
get the official certificate of death. 1 found all copies hidden in the National 
archives by misfiling and published it. It could not be more specific in locating that 
wound, as the autopsy body chart also did, slightly to the right of the third 
thoracic vortefbra. This is five inches down on the back, exactly where the clothing 

pictured show it was. 

That the fabled FBI<"on its own initiatiVti fc ( ^id~no j seek the certificate of 
death is, I think a fair characterization of the intended failures and omissions 
in its investigation. 

h.nd, of course, qualified medical experts, inciting pathologists, have examined 
what Hughes says was never examined. 

Perhaps *r. ^ughea did report that *‘if the bullet hole in the body matches the 
bullet hole in the coat and shirt, as it surely must, the bullet could not have exited 
‘ thenthroat, " but if he did the FBI kept it secret anc testified to the exact opposite 
to the Commission. 

Hughes should know better than to refer to cilticism as "conspiracy 
theories" and to limit hia mention of conspiracy to theories. Conspiracy is a matter 
of fact, not theory, ^uite separate is conjecture over who* the conspirators may have 
been. ^ is wrong, however, in saying that the tirst shot could have been much 
earlier than in the Commission's account. That bullejp, truly a magic bullet in the 
official aepuntaj, was testified to by Firetjns Examiner Frazier. He testified that if 
the bullet had struck coarse cloth or leather, J^ehich are not nearly as hard as t^ree 
branches, they would have made microscopic marks he would have detected and he detected 
ncTatfLcrosclpic marks at all on this bullet, (i'll return to this.) 

H© is utterly ridiculous in saying that "a puff of smoke seen by many coming 
from th*i grassy knoll can be explained by a car backfiring." Such a car would have 
to have been moving on its side or a^top a fence, the slope of that knoll is that 
steep and the location of that smoke (, so fur up it or at the fence. The precise location 
is not known, thanks to the FBI's refusal to investigate it. 

kgont Paul Stombaugh was assigned to the laboratory where he was what the story 
does not make clear, a hair and fib^s expert, although it does say he examined them. 


4 * 


He state^| that there was much blood on the limousioe floor and that they ’’found 
bullet fragments in the bloody” f oun^^erfewS^ no?°previou3ly stated 


to the best of my knowledge W the reports I've read. However, what he does not say 

cU V >**< 

and what the FBI should have 4 one C^a5to examine the blood on those fragments to 
determine whether the blood tjip^S of both the President and the governor were 
present ot whether they hai bean planted^beeeuae - the Secret Service had searched the 
car before the Ful did and did not find those fragments. In fact, the FBI got some 
fragments from undernath a jump seat. The Connallys were sitting on them at the 
time of tlie shooting, which makes one wonder how the ffa^ients did get there. 

U »t 

Hor was the magic bullet jr tested to see whether the blood of both victims was 


onit. In farrh ^. Jt w .s not even tested to determine whether there was 




on it. 
'Varror CD 


Even t tough the FBI knew it could not have inflicted those seben wounds' 

For I*i^. Hughes and the others to say that "the throat wound could have been 
caused by bullet or bone fragments is a virtuqjao 4 display , of ignorance or, given 
their expertise, mendacity. There is no other bulier>te== i havQ fragmented and the 
magic bullet is virtually pristine. The fatal shot was later^t^^the President 
rdacte to the wound in his tliroat^ad ^fhe iSn^base of his skull was intact. That 
no bone could have caused it thus is et±*o obvious. Moreover, in whatvthey say did 
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not happen, an examination by forensic experts - atyi these were the- department Art 
J us t ice own forensic experts - bullet fra^fm^ns were identified atf the neck WMs. w 
fwm the X-rays. 

"Hairs on the (Oswald's ) blanket matched Oswald's, furt her cementing the link 

/ 

between g sw/ild and the blanket," these demon investigators are represented as saying. 

What hairs is not stated. They were his pubic hairs, yhat q fanta stic presentation, 

complete withcross-sections and dissertation on Ther-aruane science Stombaugh 
I Ohs 

prepared for the Commission, and whaTTpIisplay it made of this irrelevancy in its 


Report! 

When the 
iv 

necessary/i 


;et } wa a indubitably O awa ld's, beyon^J any question, whaft was it 
4o-exa«cne those pubjic hqy£s? They "cemented" nothing except the 


deliberate deceptiveness of the FBI's misuse of science. Apd who i* the world should 
have card whose pubic hairs were on Oswald's blanket other than his wife? 

Stombaugh is quoted a3 saying he has no questions at all and that Oswald was 


entirely alone. He knows better. 

l!^idt.>r the Freedom of Information act x got from the Department of Justice what 
the FBI stfithheld from the Commission, clear photographs of some of the President's 
clothing, particularly of the front of the shirt collar. In the Heport the Commission 

7 

says, supported by testimony it took from the FBI itself, that the magic bullet 
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entered the back of the ^resident' 3 neck, in this it lied, to the permanent silence 
of the FBI and. all its agents who knew better. u f whom, from one of my Freedom of 
Information oao e o / in which I deposed Agent Crazier under oath, i^. ^tombaugh personally 


is one. jiefore this bullet olle<;ed^ engaged in unparalleled gymnaySics at close to 2000 

feet per second inside and outside of governor ^onnally, it allegecM#ent through the 

Jwo . . _ _ 

shirt collar and nicked the tie^at the ^gQipor-I^- t^garni t , ^ as ^ w urtf. 

i ^n its wisdom the 1*131 untied the knot » the knot, not the tie itself) £eiffg the 

/-f /+ /yhaA- <xs 0 

'e^atafiee, aga posed the only clear picturelit gave the Commission ^ o £=« counteffeit 

knot with this damage^ perfectly centered iii it. Kxactly what is essential to the 

fictional history of & this bullet bjwose career in the official investigations 

rt ould have* made aesbo and the c r imn boothers ln e g*- ib ly-^ealous. 


(In fact, the FBI had a minor ind, 


$3try 


of untying and re 


^ tying tto 

a ^ mcIAAmm fMFUl'o. 

retied for testimony before the Commission by many witnesses* therretintied 


ie knot. It 

•f lVtr>_ 


was 


again when x got a court order for pictures of the shirt and tie to be made for me, 
~fhen it was tied again for use by witnesses before the House Select ^ommijtee on 
Assassination^ hove over, ±k>udini- nuike room for the FBI and its/laboratory 
scientists.) 

Wow this FBI laboratory photograph of the front of the Fredident’s shirt, this 

photogruuh* from u£* ^tombuugh's o 

Mj,cr\ vhy\y u.j 

that the damage to the shirfr- f r o n l r i s not from gullet 


wn shop, leaves it beyond any reasonable Question 
Jjr ^ u.y A 


Neither coincides with tiie other. One 


JiiHmp 

Lei^rmi 


Ther^f^retwoslits • 


gher b^-aueh, the other longer alee 


h y and neither comes close to coinciding with the tar damaged 

«pot on tto “ -4 4 I b ‘4 rt-n, ^ M MM*- 

Thus, in FBI science, we hav^an even more magical bullet 5 it makes slits, 
not holes, and it maneuvers so magically, faster than the speed of sound, that it makes 
slits that do not coincide while going through a buttoned shirt collar and then manages 
to inflict no damnge at all to tho cloth between the center of the shirt collar and 
its most extreme and higher front edge on the left side, where the tie has thi3 minor 
damage. 

I showed this /photograph to Agent Frazier when we deposed him and asked him to 
W]TW£ & ___ 


account foi^lit^r^nstead vt hole, 

<jii Ihn kliu L uf*~tl 


about this and that he had referred the^picture 



n f Vl /> Vll 


rtrtJH:cTPotlier or with 


tn that~tiu nu L coinp 

- LvH * 

tie.^fb twice t^stifed^that ho had had questions 

A 



e shirt , 
H AM# 
call'xi 


by this self-same *__u aqu ee tfroa a» 0 swald-alone-did- 

5* -H ~vV\0 

for^^HsJ^-and-fibers written report. 

But it doe.; not exist! Not in the Commission's evidence, where %. Htombaugh 
made no mention at all of uhis test he was directed to make. Not in those hundreds of 
thousands of pages of FBI records I have. Not oven in the court case in which Mr. 

Crazier testified to it. 


w 


I think it is only f*iir to ask if btombaugh could have done anything more 
effective to assure that there would be no lingering questions ab$ut the investigation^, 

i 

and none at all about Oswald s lone guilt* 

Thera isT^^eeSSeT^ real m^rstfcry ^abou*/ thisyand £t no¥ o nl y is in the 
Commission^ own sworn testimony /which \he ^ii^Lso had^ It was confirmed to me in 
detail by^he only doctor who saw the President before hiB clothing was removed and 
under whose direction it was removed* 

& 


l)r* Charles Carrico testified undSV oath and repetiad himself in stating that 

on* 

the wound in the fpnt of the President's neck was above that shirt coll«r 

tfe* Sena tor krlen Specter (Eras the counsel conducting that hearing and asking 
the questions* lie neglected to ask thi3 basic question- basic at least to those 

not proceeding on a preconcpetioh^ar^ seeking fact and tru Dulles, 

»» » ^ 
former d^efctor of Central -‘•ntolligence , asked it* 

What happened, also testified to by the nurses assisting Dr* u arrico and also 

ignored by the Commission and the FBI, i3 that the nosyctl procedure unr fftl trrwmi 


wjr *U h ,Up 

thA-aeftftnee so Dr* Carrico slipped 


yVVwUin such «temergoncies was followed* TimeiiTTotL 

his stethoscope past t% buttons he unbuttoned while the nurses used a scalpel 

aX n 

to cut the tie off. The cut, uo«a gainst the point wljiere tli^^is^ damage eft the 

kno\t f is q^ie-^vlaible-anrl identied-as obviously^ cut ,'^nqeV?rom~ the top, onje 

from the bottom. The scalpel ^nicked the upper left extreme of the knot and slic ed 

the neckband* 

^Ure 


A^M, 


is absolutely no question at al^about this* Yet it is not in the 
Wommiasionfcs Report, not in the^ hundreds of thousands c^ibsxsnnfedfflbc 


/vikC 

l kpratoni 


tombaugh s report.* either wan never made or is 


of pages of FBI records and 
suppressed after 25 years. 

Great job he did on Oswald's pubic hairs, though! 

What more appro priate way to commemorate the assassination of our President, 
the most subversive crime possible, than with this demonstration of the purity of 
FBI science and tSe dedication of its many skilled and compe tent agents. 

In some other aspects the FBI was not quite this ^uro or, perhaps, even more 
pure, depending on how it is interpreted. When the white House asked for information 

-fU f ft I 

about those of us critical of the investigations, idr r» prated zih*2:myzKi*sxa*axzxzx 
c quuo£Um 1 an annual religious gathering at a farm my wife and I had into what it 
could never coincide with, our alleged annual celebration of the Russian revolution! 

The terrible truh is that the crime itself was never investigated and no 

was <;ver intended? When a neaday police department recommended ■fi^j 4 Mb 

threatened the President's life -to- 


investigation of it was ever iJ 
f- 1 3 I avw^iA-w| \£p 

c 10 wi 


■M>qt , tiie 


lown to have 

£$L pervi3or i-ft-ir te Dallao office wrote at the bottom of 



cover 

eacK^ Not necessary to inves tiga te as true subject located." '^lis was typed, 
researched, annotated^ anUr-even index^^nd filed before Oswald was even charged. In 
Washington the Acting attorney General, os soon as °swald was safely dead and it was 
certain tliere would be no trial, wrote the l^hite House jthst "The public roust be 
satisfied that Oswald was the assassin; tliat he did not have confederates^Twho 
aPe ^ that th ° ovidlince waa such that he Would be convicted at 

trial. " v JheH 2 ^ xta paazKo at axznatxJdjgdxthax^ alias 2^jjizXhgz^zistziWB3LKxa 


^h\n Qnsly Thi3 was before any real investigation could have been conducted. 


When on the first working < 

iW 

the Dallas FBI office to examine 


after the assassination Eastman Kodafc invited 
sassination picture.* it was processing y-e- ti -l l r^hd 


ra aiio*v-pictu^ liilton L. Newsom went, returned and reported that the notion 

d," ^ 


pictures failed to show the building from which the shots were fi 
was b. fore any real investigation could passible 




s, .too, 
•6 


aiiy o f 

those sbots caiae from tJiat building, ' y 9 there are 87 individual pictures of 

not 

’ v I / 

the shooting. There is nobody in that 


; only t^tj^l^n^. - qfJBit^vpr^ wintiow from which the FBI claims all shots were 
fired t nicWi t ^olo o e i? o tlie woa**a)/ of the 
window, lie said of the 35 mm . picture^ cle<;r and taken with a Leica, that although fky 
£* "did depict the President's car at the precise time shots were fjjjjred; however. 


the pictures were not sufficient %lear for identification purpose." in plain 
English, tlie FBI didn^t want it because i^ did not show Oswald with a smoking 
gun. all it^ahowed was thj 

ov^it dldn^t * g s t it i r te 


^itiLr^i«o-tjf" pictiires i p^tnd Aater, when asked ( to investigate 
th-.m by the ^ongress^tonaiialled for years and then quietly dicing do 


"'There are a million unanswered questions,' " <jpur subhead states, quoting 
former FbI Agent U ughes, one will ever know the truth." 

The FB*l itself saw to it that there would be these lingering, troublesome 
questions but there now is no real question about the FBI's performance. V/e now do 
know the truth about that. 


These agents and others defame those of usjff who are critical of their work, 
accuse us of theorizing conspiracies only. Mine has been a long and detailed 
study not of any whodunit but of how the basic institutions of ou± society worked or 
failud to work in that time of great stress and since then. The conclusion 

~7 r/v <y 

obv±o u3l2T 7 -that our institutions failed and (Continue to fail and thus they . 

tiu* tof fL f$l tUl 

endanger our system and (freedoms. These three agents c\ln± 

rec o:tti - of failure when our system was nullified by an assassination that had the 
effect of a coup d'etat. 

They allege the critics conjecture. x don't. They still do. 


